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There is principal agreement among most participants and 

observers of the Transnistrian conflict in Moldova that its 

settlement will most likely be achieved through granting 

Transnistria 'special status'. Yet, very different meanings are 

attached to this widely used term, ranging from (enhanced) local 

self-government to a confederal arrangement. Intriguingly, 

however, a range of past proposals for the settlement of this 

conflict and a track record of resolving similar conflicts elsewhere 

clearly point into the direction of a consociational settlement. In 

our presentation we thus start with an overview of the basic tenets 

of the consociational approach to conflict settlement and then 

discuss the specific requirements of special status in the 

Transnistrian case, arguing that the establishment of consociational 

arrangements between the two parties offers the only realistic 

option for a sustainable settlement of this dispute. 

 

Karl Cordell is Professor of Politics at Plymouth University. He has 

published extensively on German politics: German-Polish relations; 

German minorities in post-communist Europe, the politics of ethnicity in 

Europe and conflict resolution. He is co-editor of Ethnopolitics and Civil 

Wars journals, both published by Taylor and Francis. He is also co-chair 

of the UK's Political Studies Association specialist group on 

Ethnopolitics. 

 

Stefan Wolff is Professor of International Security at the University of 

Birmingham. He is a specialist in contemporary security challenges and 

has extensively written on ethnic conflict, international conflict 

management, and state-building. Among his 17 books to date are Ethnic 

Conflict: A Global Perspective (Oxford University Press 2006, 2nd ed. 

2007), Ethnic Conflict: Causes--Consequences--Responses (Polity 2009, 

with Karl Cordell), The European Neighbourhood Policy in Perspective 

(2010, paperback edition 2012, with Richard Whitman), Conflict 

Management in Divided Societies: Theories and Practice (Routlegde 

2011, with Christalla Yakinthou), and The European Union as a Global 

Conflict Manager (Routledge 2012, with Richard G. Whitman). Bridging 

the divide between academia and policy-making, he has been involved in 

various phases of conflict settlement processes, including in 

Transnistria/Moldova, Kirkuk/Iraq, Kosovo, Sri Lanka, and Yemen. 

Wolff is a graduate of the University of Leipzig, the University of 

Cambridge, and the London School of Economics and Political Science. 


